Hypertensive putaminal hemorrhage: analysis of 182 patients.
The results of treatment for 182 patients with hypertensive putaminal hemorrhage are described. The patients are graded according to the level of consciousness on admission; grade 1, fully conscious; grade 2, somnolent; grade 3, stuporous; grade 4, semicomatose; and grade 5, deeply comatose. Removal of hemorrhage was performed in 44 patients (24%), and conservative treatment was given in 138 patients (76%). One-month mortality in the surgical group was 27%; it was 22% in the conservative group. At 6 months after surgical treatment, the percentages of patients who returned to full-time work or independent life without disability or with minimal disability (good recovery) were 40% in grade 1, 30% in grade 2, 22% in grade 3, 11% in grade 4, and 0% in grade 5; after conservative treatment, percentages with good recovery were 77% in grade 1, 56% in grade 2, 29% in grade 3, 7% in grade 4, and 0% in grade 5. This study shows that surgical treatment does not give better results in the management of hypertensive putaminal hemorrhage.